
The DEFENDER—June 2022 

“. . . defending the faith once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3) 

A monthly publication of the  

IN DEFENSE OF TRUTH radio broadcast 

and the Cub Hill Bible Presbyterian Church. 

 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK:  How Does Your Future Look?  

 

     The one thing in life that connects us all is death.  So the obvious question concerning that would be—in what context 

do you view your own passing?  Many people try not to think about it, until it hits them personally, as with a family mem-

ber or close friend.  Or when a national tragedy is in the news, like the recent mass shootings in Buffalo and Texas.  It ’s 

then that we’re often forced to wonder what is on the other side of this life.  To correctly answer that question, we need 

to turn to the scriptures.  We need to lean on our faith.  Hollywood doesn’t have the answers.  Most of their fiction ends 

with people who die magically meeting up with their family and friends on the other side.  If they were good people, the 

story ends with them all living forever in paradise.  And if they were bad, or evil, they then spend eternity with the Adolph 

Hitlers of the world.  

  

     If the fantasies of Hollywood weren’t bad enough, there are also many in the clergy who espouse similar nonsense.  

It’s obvious that Satan is working overtime to deceive and beguile the world at large into falling for his lies and empty 

promises.  The apostasy within the church is becoming more and more widespread, as Jesus and the apostles said it 

would (Matthew 24:10-12, 2 Timothy 4:3-4, Jude 4).  So-called Christian leaders are espousing false teachings such as 

modalism, the Gap theory, and the serpent seed lie, just to name a few.  All heresy is designed to expand the tent of 

ecumenism.  And the larger that tent becomes, the clearer Jesus’ words regarding the broad road to destruction are to 

the discerning ear (Matthew 7:13).  A recent Barna poll of about 1000 Evangelical pastors, conducted in February and 

March of this year seems to validate this, as only 51% indicated that they believed and espoused a Christian worldview.  

What does this say in regards to the question I asked at the top of the page?  How do people view their own passing 

into the afterlife? 

 

     As the devil incrementally attacks our freedoms geo-politically, while at the same time falsifying the worship of the 

One true God, you can almost see the Antichrist and the False Prophet climbing the stairs onto the end time stage.  The 

only hope people have in this life is the hope of something better awaiting them beyond the grave (1 Peter 3:15).  The 

secular world has no answer, while many of those who have been given the truth are abandoning it.  God ’s Word tells 

us that it is appointed unto man once to die, and then the judgment (Hebrews 9:27).  The one thing that connects us all.  

But the answer to the above question doesn’t join all of us together.  The hope that many of us have is found in Christ, 

the Savior of our souls.  We will all one day die, but only those of us who are trusting in the blood of Christ to forgive us 

our sins will live with Him forever, in the true paradise of heaven above.  Enjoy your summer, but remember, your day of 

reckoning is coming.  And tomorrow is promised to no one (Proverbs 27:1).   

                                                                                                     

            .                                                Rev. David Lewis 

 



    Abiding in the True Vine 

Part II – Never a Man Spake as This Man (John 7:46) 

 

By Robert Luthardt, Sr. 

 

     Jesus comforted Martha with, “I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead 

[physically] yet shall he live:  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die” (John 11:25).  Of all the fame 

that Jesus received from healings and teachings, the resurrection of Lazarus was the most notable. 

 

     Six days later, before the Passover feast (the Last Supper), Martha and Mary had a dinner for Jesus and His disci-

ples and Lazarus was prominent as well; but all Judas could do was complain about “wasted ointment” and lost money; 

and the priests could only plot against Jesus and even contemplated Lazarus’s murder (John 12:1-10).  Spiritual war is 

very real. 

 

     Soon after this, Jesus rode triumphantly into Jerusalem (fulfilling Old Testament prophecies) and HE said, “The hour 

is come .. he that loveth his life shall lose it.  Those who LOVE GOD shall keep it to ‘LIFE ETERNAL’” … “If a man 

serve me, him will my Father honor” (John 12:23-32).  The Father “thundered” His honoring FROM HEAVEN and Jesus 

remarked, “This voice came … FOR YOUR SAKES (vs. 32), so while ye have light, ‘BELIEVE’ and ‘Be Children OF 

LIGHT’” (vs. 36). 

 

     Now as Jesus prepared His followers for His departure, betrayal, and death (John 13:1-2) He told them, “Let NOT 

your heart be troubled” … “I will come again” (John 14:1-3) and also, “The Father … shall give you another COMFORT-

ER, that He may ABIDE WITH YOU FOREVER” (vs. 16).  The 14
th
 chapter of John’s gospel is an extended display of 

the unity and work of our Triune God (vs. 26; see also 1 Pet. 1:2).  Truly “never a man spake as this man” (John 7:46; 

Matt. 7:28-29) nor do as He did. 

 

     One purpose of our Lord Jesus Christ in teaching believers that, “I AM the true vine, and my Father is the husband-

man” is to show us an almost military-like progression of authority from the Divine “Commander in Chief” whose power 

descends through the ranks.  In this parable, we the branches are the true servants of Jesus Christ.  The Vine was giv-

en by Almighty God, the vineyard planter (husbandman: John 14:1-16). 

 

     Jesus in His prayer to the Father acknowledged, “…Father, the hour is come; glorify THY SON, that thy Son also 

may glorify thee: and as thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give ETERNAL LIFE to as many as 

Thou hast given Him” (John 17:1-2). 

 

     When Jesus said, “I am the True Vine,” He was using earthly types and shadows to show a heavenly reality.  Our 

Savior is the way, truth and life but His presence is in heaven with the Father.  We, however, can still have His truth in 

earthly pictures and emblems as we study vineyard husbandry. 

 

     Christ the true vine has also been described metaphorically as being in the “living edifice” of the church.  The Lord is 

the foundation (the chief cornerstone) of the “living church” (1 Pet. 2:5; Ep. 2:20-22).  He is also called the head of the 

“BODY OF CHRIST” (Rom. 12:5; Ep. 1:22-23; Col. 1:24).  While we are branches in Christ the VINE, we are also called 

“LIVING STONES” in that edifice theologians call the “invisible church,” that mysterious body that flows from the Fa-

ther’s Throne, through  

 



Jesus Christ and out into the world in the witness of every truly called and spiritually separated CHILD OF GOD.  

We, the “BODY OF CHRIST” are also “the temple of the LIVING GOD” (1 Cor. 3:16-17, 6:19). 

 

     God said, “I will dwell IN THEM, and walk in them, and I will be their God and they shall be my people … where-

fore come out … and be ye separate … I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my SONS AND DAUGHTERS, 

saith the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:14-18). 

 

     “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 

spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear [AND LOVE] of God” (2 Cor. 7:1). 

 

     Christ led us into and through this heavenly mystery of the earthly vine, teaching us to understand our “VINE 

FROM HEAVEN.”  The VINE is our LIVING LORD who Himself, speaks and gives and works all that He is and has 

“FOR US.”  Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to gaze not upon the Holy Spirit Himself (for He cannot 

be physically seen) but rather to open hearts to hear and receive the one who can be seen (and will, Rev. 1:7) Je-

sus Christ whom all will see when He returns (John 14:1-3, 12:45; 1 Thes. 4:17). 

 

     Jesus taught that the Father was the husbandman (vineyard owner) that gave both the True Vine and the fruit 

bearing branches in an unbroken chain from Pentecost forward.  We are meant to be for God’s glory, but the spirit-

ually dead “He taketh away” (John 15:2).  True branches, after the vine is purged, are blessed to be grafted into 

CHRIST to bring “more fruit IN US.”  This sanctification is not only to cleanse us (His sons and daughters) FROM 

SIN, but that the husbandman and the True Vine will live in us and through us and we IN THEM; and bring glory to 

them. 

 

     Since the abject depravity of mankind’s fall with our first parents in the GARDEN, the natural state of all physi-

cally born into Adam’s race are inevitably pre-established to live in deception and desperate wickedness (Jer. 

17:19; Rom.3:13).  That innocent looking “angel sleeping” in your crib might be the one who finds the cure for can-

cer that saves its own parents or just as likely to be one who takes away life in a violent rage.  Thankfully, those 

called to be the adopted children of the Triune God (Ep. 1:4-12) will have their depraved natures (Ep. 2:2-3) 

“providentially purged” from being “children of disobedience” and “children of wrath” when we are “changed in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor. 14:51-52) by the undeserved, unmerited, unearned GRACE OF GOD 

(Ep. 2:8-13).  The Holy Spirit works unseen in believers’ hearts (John 3:7-8) by Christ’s finished visible work (3:13-

15) removing everything inconsistent with true living branches in the True Vine.  Our will-filled selfishness and pre-

vailing pridefulness He purges or “cuts away” in spiritual circumcision of the believer’s heart (Rom. 2:28-29) and by 

Christ’s spiritual Baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matt. 3:9-17; Rom. 6:3-6; Col. 3:1-11). 

 

     Jesus in this parable taught that God cleanses the human heart by pruning (John 15:3).  God’s pruning is nei-

ther afflictions nor blessings but what Jesus says it is, “The word which I have spoken unto you.”  As true branches 

we ought to distance ourselves from OUR wills and vain imaginations to have only the mind and thoughts of Christ 

(John 1:13; Rom. 1:21; Phil. 2:5).  The thoughts of God in our hearts is a plow that breaks up; a fire that melts and 

refines toward GOD’S GOAL – fruit to eternal life (1 John 5:13).  So as fruit bearing branches, we are to live the 

blessing of ABIDING in Christ (John 15:4) and we love and care for our life as “GOD’s New Man” and whatever we 

ask we will receive (John 15:7; Luke 11:9) and by this we know God is glorified (John 15:8; 1 Cor. 10:31) as we 

continue in HIS LOVE (John 15:9).  We love Christ and will keep His commandments just as Christ  



always kept His Father’s commandments (vs. 10).  We fare best when we truly recognize the world we live in and to 

whom we must believe and follow. 

 

     Jesus Christ came in our flesh two millennia ago to show Himself to be like us in everything except our fallen sin-filled 

nature from the resultant curse of Eden (Gen. 1-3, 17-19).  Our Savior also came to us the living divine SON OF GOD 

able to heal all diseases even death and with power over His laws of His Creation (John 1:1-3; Heb. 1:1-3; Col. 1:16).  

He walked on water, calmed wind and waves, multiplied loaves and fish, appeared bright as the sun (transfiguration) 

and ascended bodily to heaven after raising Himself back to life (Mark 4:41, 6:48, 9:2; Ep. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:5). 

 

     Our Savior exhibited His love for the Father and commanded the same of each branch in Him, the True Vine: and 

that love the “BRETHREN.”  We all heard it, “To seek to love those above that is glory; to those below we truly know 

that’s another story.”  Have patience, God is not finished with you yet.  We show God’s love by “whatever thy hand finds 

to do, do it with thy might” (Ec. 9:10; John 6:27-29) and continue to seek the simplicity of the knowledge of Christ for that 

alone can make us free (John 8:32).  We make best use of our hands when clasped in heart-felt prayer and in true re-

pentance from ALL SINS.  There is no better time to tell Jesus you love Him. 

 

     There was a command of Jesus that the African American radio preacher, the Rev. Joseph Brown, daily ended his 

broadcast with and for which we honor his memory and that was: “KEEP LOOKING UP” (Luke 21:25-28). 

 

   Chief Source:  “The True Vine 

   Author:  Andres Murray 

   Publisher:  Moody Publishers 

      820 N. LaSalle Boulevard 

      Chicago, IL  60610 

 



 In His Time – Part 2 

 

By Nancy Long 

 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 – “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every  

                purpose under the heaven:  A time to be born, and a time to die; a 

               time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;  A time 

                  to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to  

              build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and 

               a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather 

                stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from  

             embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a 

            time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep 

           silent, and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; a time 

              of war, and a time of peace.  What profit hath he that worketh in 

           that wherein he laboureth?  I have seen the travail, which God hath  

                given to the sons of men to be exercised in it.  He hath made 

          every thing beautiful in His time:  also He hath set the world in their  

            heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from 

            the beginning to the end.  I know that there is no good in them, but  

            for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life.  And also that every  

         man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the  

               gift of God.  I know that whatsoever God doeth, it shall be  

             forever:  nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: 

               and God doeth it, that men should fear before Him.  That 

        which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; 

                            that God requireth that which is past.”  

 

 

     We have come to see the wisdom teaching of the aforementioned verses of Scripture, that we indeed live 

in a world of change, a state of constant flux.  What is today, is today, but what will be awaiting us on the 

morrow, we know not.  God has deliberately imposed restraints on man’s control over life, and has as well 

limited, by the sheer fact that we’re finite and fallen, our complete understanding of it.  We are continually 

shown, through events providentially sent, that we really have absolutely no control.  How much are we able 

to control the weather, or accidents, or even relationships?  We literally do not know what’s around the next 

corner!  How discouraging these thoughts could be, and perhaps, even frightening, if it wasn’t for the 

knowledge that a Supreme Being, a Sovereign God, a God who is above all things ….. who’s  good and holy, 

and just, is in complete control of everything!!  This eternal, immortal, invisible, and only wise God (1 Tim. 

1:17) has appointed the times and the seasons, and also the circumstances and happenings of life that touch 

each one of us.  This is good, my friends.  We can rest here!! 

 

 

     It is so important we consider our days and time here on this earth, as blessings ….. that we take events 

as they come, and accept everything as a gift from our Master Designer, and Creator.  It’s a necessity to 

view every detail of our lives and seize each one of them as opportunities to thank and glorify the Lord who 

“before ordained that we walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).  Our steps are indeed ordered, fellow believers!  

 



     The apostle Paul exhorts us:  “whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of 

God” (1 Cor. 10:31), and another like it:  “Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by Him” (Col. 3:17) ….. and one more:  “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as 

to the Lord and not unto men, knowing that of the Lord ye shall  receive the reward of the inheritance:  for ye serve 

the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:23-24).   Such an attitude of gratitude can transform lives!!  

 

     If the Lord in heaven has granted you prosperity today, rejoice; find gladness and satisfaction in it.  Praise God 

from whom all blessings flow, and be content in the state you find yourself (Phil 4:11), for this is the situation, for 

the time being, that God is using to mold and work in you, to help prepare you for glory. 

 

     If Almighty God has provided you with a “problem” today, be grateful in it!  Realize that you need it!  Face your 

present difficulty with a smile, understanding and accepting we, as God’s children, can’t have everything we’d like 

right now.  We need to adopt a “big picture” mindset!  Again, I repeat the apostle Paul’s exhortation to be content 

in the state you find yourself.  Lean on the faith that’s been given you, trust His ways are perfect, and He will make 

all things beautiful in His time. 

 

“In His time, in His time; He makes all things beautiful in His time.  Lord, please show me every day, As you ’re 

teaching me Your way, That You do just what You say, in Your time. 

In Your time, in Your time; You make all things beautiful in Your time.  Lord, my life to You I bring; May each song 

I have to sing, Be to You a 

lovely thing, in Your time.”              Text and Music – Diane Ball 



     

      I’ve been doing a good bit of reading on the Revolutionary War, fought by brave American 

patriots, resulting in our freedom from the oppressive King George III and his British Empire.  

And I can’t help but think—in the Providence of God—it happened then—and not now—for a 

reason. 

 

     What stands out the most is the fact that the colonists were willing to sacrifice everything—

homes, farms, livelihoods, finances—their very way of life—in order to gain their freedom from 

the tyranny of England.  Try as I might—I cannot imagine many in America today willing to do 

that.  Recent polls claim that nearly half of America would be willing to try socialism as our form 

of government.  All those brave Americans who have shed their blood over the last 250 years to 

gain and protect our freedoms would have died in vain if that were to happen. 

 

     But like the early Christians and disciples who were wiling to give their lives for their faith—

those colonial Americans were also willing to fight to the death for the truths and freedoms that 

they knew to be right. 

      

     Elections have consequences.  If we didn’t know that before, we know it now.  Christianity is 

a threat to the Left and their quest for power.  Undermining Christianity is the main thrust of the 

progressives because we stand in their way.  And we stand in their way because we put God 

before government.  We who are Christians believe in the universal brotherhood of man be-

cause we believe that we all are created in God’s image … which we believe makes us all equal. 

 

     That drives the Left crazy because it interferes with their scheme of identity politics, or label-

ing one group as better than another.  Human rights have benefitted from the religion of Christ 

and America’s standards of justice are taken from God’s Bible.  Yet in the wake of the recent 

leak of Justice Alito’s draft concerning Roe v. Wade, the anarchists of the Left have taken to fire-

bombing churches and crisis pregnancy centers across the land. 

 

     The Bible tells us we will reap what we sow, and when the winds of hatred are sown, we 

must expect a whirlwind of judgment.   

Recent Moments of Truth 



Our mission through the broadcast of In Defense of Truth and the publication of The Defender newsletter is 

to earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints (Jude 3).  Our vision today is just 

as strong as it was back in 1963 when Dr. John Dekker began this outreach.  We pray that you will continue 

to stand with us as we hold true to God’s holy Word. 

The Defender is available, free of charge, on audio CD.   

Please contact us if you would like to receive a copy by mail. 

FREE APP NOW AVAILABLE 

for Android Smartphone & iPhone users. 

Go to your App or Play Store, and type in 

“Evangelism Radio” and download!  

In Defense of Truth can be heard online 

at www.evangelismradio.com: 

Sunday-Friday from 6:30-7:00 PM 

and on WCBM AM 680 in Baltimore every Sunday from 6:30-7:00 AM 

Listen also to IDOT’s “Moment of Truth” 

airing Monday through Friday  

on WCBM AM 680 in Baltimore. 
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Rev. David R. Lewis, MDiv., Director, IDOT  

Robert Luthardt, Sr., Elder, CHBPC  

Nancy Long, Member, CHBPC 
 

WRITE TO US! 
 
 

Rev. David Lewis &  

In Defense of Truth 

2927 Cub Hill Road  

Baltimore, Maryland  21234 

Upcoming Events! 
 

If you are in or around the Baltimore area, we’d love to have you join us for these  

upcoming events! 

 

  Adult & Children’s Sunday School    10:15 AM 

  Sunday Morning Worship & Children’s Church  11:00 AM 

  Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study        1:30 PM 

  Wednesday Evening Bible Study      7:00 PM 

          

 

FIND US ON THE WEB AT  

www.indefenseoftruth.org  

& www.facebook.com/cubhillchurch 


